
 

  

 
 
 

Massena First UMC exists to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus, and Journey in Faith. 
 

 
      
  
 
 
 
     

 

Dear Friends, 
 
     Spring is a time when we transition from winter to summer.  The grass starts to green, flowers bloom, and 
the weather delights us with warmer temperatures.   
     In the United Methodist Church, it is also a time for appointment transitions.  When I came to you last 
year, we had a reprieve from COVID for the summer, but cooler temperatures brought a return to more care-
ful choices as we needed to put everyone’s safety first.  It has been challenging to join you in the midst of a 
pandemic.  Many of my colleagues have had similar experiences.  I have been grateful to work with your ded-
icated leadership.  They have been helpful and have applied themselves to the “Healthy Congregations” 
training materials that I came to share with all of you.  We had hoped to bring more of it to you, but COVID 
made that difficult.  There will be other opportunities. 
     As I prepare to move on and as you prepare to receive a new pastor, I want you to know how impressed I 
am with the wonderful ministry that takes place here because you take your mission to “serve Massena” se-
riously! 
     I look forward to hearing wonderful things about you in the future!  I also want to thank Fae, Chris, and 
Josh for their hard work and for being a pleasure to work with! 
     I will be away on vacation for most of May, but I am looking forward to sharing life with you through June.
  
Blessings on the journey, 
 
Rev. Linda Foody 

  
Philippians 1:6—”Being confident of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” 
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Pastor Cori is planning to come to Massena to visit the 
church and to meet with some of the church groups and 
church members.  Below is the her tentative schedule: 
Tuesday, May 18: 
 3:00 SPRC Team  Martin Room 
 4:00 
 5:00 
 6:00 Church Council  FH 
Wednesday, May 19: 
 9:00 Fae Colby  Office 
 11:00 Prayer & Care Team Martin Room 
 12:00 Lunch 
 2:00 Open Mtg.  FH 
 5:00 Dinner 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
     Amy Taddonio FH 
  Boy Scouts 
     Neil Cichetti  FH 
  Girl Boy Scouts 
     Serena Guerard FH 
Thursday, May 20: 
 8:00 Chris LaBrake  Martin Room 
 10:00 Open Mtg.  Martin Room 
 12:00 Lunch—CM Cooks  
 1:00 Trustees  Martin Room 
 3:00 Worship, Communion 
  And Technology Teams Martin Room 
 5:00 Open Mtg.  Martin Room 
 6:00 Dinner with Bethany 
  Booth & Becca Hall Martin Room 
Friday, May 21 
 Depart for home 

 
 
 
  The asbestos abatement has been completed for the 
chapel floor in Fellowship Hall.   
     We are also taking estimates to repair/refurbish both 
front and back porches of the parsonage.  They are not in 
good repair. The new Pastor’s husband has special needs 
that require a handicap ramp or stair lift be built to ac-
commodate access to the parsonage. Bids are also being 
explored for that. 
     The back entranceway of Fellowship Hall (upstairs) will 
be repainted along with the back wall of the chapel. 
     Cleaning of the parsonage has begun. More help is 
needed to ready the parsonage for our new Pastor, Cori, 
and her husband, Chris. 
    The Trustees met on April 27th and agreed to contract 
with Gardner’s Flooring to install new sub-floor and new 
vinyl plank in the Chapel in Fellowship Hall. Cost of the 
project will be $4,699.  We will be responsible for putting 
pews back in. 
     The steeple steps will be replaced as soon as the con-
tractor provides proof of insurance. Cost  for this pro-
ject—$1,250. 
     The back porch of parsonage will be jacked up and 
repaired by Troy Bigwarfe at a cost of $1,400.  New stair 
railings and aluminum rain gutters will be installed at an 
additional cost. 
     A new Acorn stair lift will be installed at the side en-
trance of the parsonage for handicapped entrance to the 
first floor—cost will be $ 3,295 installed. This will allow 
our new Pastor’s husband, Chris, to have safe entry to 
the parsonage. We will not be building an outside handi-
cap ramp. 
     The Parsonage front porch needs decking replaced 
with composite decking and new poly-aluminum railings. 
The porch also needs jacking up and a new support under 
one of the 4x4s.  The cost and contractor are to be deter-
mined. 
     If anyone is willing to mow lawn or help clean the 
buildings while Chris LaBrake is recovering from surgery, 
please contact Bruce Tusler or Kathy Perry,  
   
Please stay safe; see you in church. 
 Bruce Tusler 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
May 2  Hilda Besaw, Liz Trego 
May 5  Lillian Yonally 
May 6  Randy Stout 
May 8  Charlotte Aiken 
May 10  David Colby 
May 12  Noah McCarthy 
May 13  Pastor Cori Louden 
  Pastor Heather Stierheim 
May 15  Janice Pettapiece 
May 19  Brian Reid 
May 21  Holden Hewlett 
May 25  Glenda Zobel 
May 26  Susan Reid Dullea 
 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
May 4  Tad/Crystal MacKinnon 
May 26 David/Fae Colby 
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April 22, 2021 
By: Steven Booth, Church Council Chair 

 
Hello Everyone, 
     In April, Church Council approved our church’s Inten-
tional Discipleship System, which we will use to help 
people to develop in their faith journey. We encourage 
each of you to identify where you are in your faith 
journey and look for opportunities for growth. As John 
Wesley stated, each of us walks together on our faith 
journey to seek perfection, to become more like Christ 
each and every day. 
     Church Council and the Trustees encourage each of 
you to complete the Church Survey, to help us decide on 
possible uses for the Mary Cady bequest money. We ap-
preciate your input into this process, as we look 
toward what the future has in store for our congregation. 
     In the middle of May, people will begin to meet with 
Pastor Cori to help her learn more about our church and 
to get to know people in our congregation. We encour-
age you to meet with her when she comes. As the date 
gets closer, Kathy Perry will share some times with you 
when you can meet her. 
     If at any time, you have anything that you think the 
Church Council should consider to help grow the life of 
the Church and help fulfill our mission, please contact me 
at spbooth10@gmail.com. I would be glad to hear 
your input and bring your suggestions to the Church 
Council. 
 
Thank you, 
Steven Booth 
Church Council Chair 
 
Next Meeting: May 18, 2021 at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall & Zoom (if needed) 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83401723065?

pwd=NW5xUXRja1NYcmp6dS9ITTRBeHFTUT09 
To call in by phone, dial: (929) 436-2866 

Passcode: 021250 

      
 
 
Bottles & Cans - Please bring your unwanted cans and 
bottles to the church.  Doing so will benefit the Choir and 
Youth Ministry. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As you may be know, Pastor Cori is planning to come to 
Massena for a visit May 18-20.  While she is here, she 
would like to meet with the people of the church, as well 
as with the groups in the church.  Therefore, we have set 
up a schedule for open meetings with church members.  
It is as follows: 
 
 May 19, 2:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
 May 20, 10:00am—Martin Room 
 May 20, 5:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
 
These are open meetings for anyone to come in and visit 
with her.  If you would like to meet her prior to her be-
ginning her assignment here, this is your opportunity to 
do so.   

 

 
 

A Book of Covenants 
 
1. The covenant after the Flood was made not only be-

tween God and man, but also between God and the 
animals and the earth.  What did God give as the 
sign of this covenant? 

2. In God’s covenant with Abraham, what ceremonial 
rite was made mandatory for all Abraham’s male 
descendants? 

3. In the covenant between God and Israel at Sinai, the 
agreement was broken almost immediately after-
ward by the Israelites.  What did they do that was an 
infringement of the covenant? 

4. According to Jeremiah’s vision, where would the 
new covenant between God and man be written? 

5. In the New Testament, a new covenant is instituted 
by Jesus.  What does he use to symbolize this new 
covenant? 

 
(Answers can be found on page 4) 
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Anyone Up for Some Irony? 
 
WANTED: CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENT 
“Now hiring,” read the classified ad. “Cemetery 
superintendent. The ideal candidate must be able 
to supervise in a fast-paced environment.” A. S., 
via Internet  
 
“Wanted to buy: playpen, cradle, high chair; also 
two single beds.” Matthew Cole, Plant City, Florida 
 
Warehouse Worker Packing Stress Balls Punched 
His Boss in Face —Source: Mirror  
 
In one of the most interesting irony examples, the 
most shoplifted book in America is The Bible  
 
The first man to survive going over Niagara Falls 
in a barrel died after slipping on an orange peel.  
 
 

Answers to Book of Covenant Quiz 
1. A rainbow (Genesis 9:13) 
2. Circumcision (Genesis 17: 9-14) 
3. They built and worshiped a graven image, the golden 

calf (Exodus 32) 
4. On men’s hearts (Jeremiah 31:33) 
5. Wine, which symbolizes the blood of sacrifice (Mark 

14:24) 

Mother 
 

The average home is just where and just 
what the mother makes it.  The furnishings 
may in their texture be determined by the 
purse of the father, but the color scheme, the 
cleanliness, the sanctity—all are expressed 
by the maternal side. 
                ...Christian Register 
 
Happy Mothers’ Day to all our 

mothers! 
 
 
      

WANT A LAUGH? 
 

Too Much Praise 
 
A Christian guy named Bill saw an ad online for a 
Christian horse, so he went to check it out. The 
horse’s owner said, “It’s easy to ride him. Just say 
‘Praise the Lord!’ to make him go and ‘Amen!’ to 
make him stop.” Bill got on the horse and said, 
“Praise the Lord!” Sure enough, the horse started 
to walk. “Praise the Lord!” he said again, and the 
horse began to trot. “Praise the Lord! Praise the 
Lord!” he yelled, and the horse broke into a gal-
lop. Bill was enjoying his ride so much that he al-
most didn’t notice the cliff he and the horse were 
about to go over. Bill shouted “AMEN!” at the top 
of his lungs, and the horse stopped right at the 
edge of the cliff. Relieved, Bill said, “Phew! Praise 
the Lord!” —Submitted by Z.S. via rd.com  
 

How True Is This? 
 
Whoever said that the definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over again 
and expecting different results has obviously 
never had to reboot a computer. 
—William Petersen 
 
Really!? 
 
When my local barista handed me my change, 
one coin stood out. “Look at that. You rarely get 
one of these old wheat pennies nowadays,” I said, 
tapping the sheaf of-wheat design. I handed her 
the penny. Turning it over and over in her hand, 
she said, “You know, I always thought they were 
made of copper.” —Linda Neukrug  
 

A Groaner! 
 
Q: Why was the cat sitting on the computer?  
A: He was keeping an eye on the mouse!  
 
 

Last One! 
An exercise for people who are out of shape: 
Begin with a five-pound potato bag in each hand. 
Extend your arms straight out from your sides, 
hold them there for a full minute, and then relax. 
After a few weeks, move up to ten-pound potato 
bags. Then try 50-pound potato bags, and even-
tually try to get to where you can lift a 100-pound 
potato bag in each hand and hold your arms 
straight for more than a full minute. Once you feel 
confident at that level, put a potato in each bag. 
—Beverly Gross  

FILLER PAGE 

https://money.cnn.com/gallery/pf/2013/06/07/bizarre-stolen-items/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Leach
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