
 

  

 
 
 

Massena First UMC exists to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus, and Journey in Faith. 
 

 
      
  
 
 
 
     

Greetings, Church Family: 
We are now entering into the season where our church prepares for the next year and we have some wonderful 

ideas.  I understand the great step of faith Massena First took in hiring a full-time pastor in the hopes to build a strong fu-
ture.  I’m truly honored to take on that challenge and I’m blessed to be a part of this great church.  However, if we truly want 
to grow Massena First so that we can live out our Mission to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus so that we can journey in 
faith together, I can’t do it alone.  Massena First UMC must come together and everyone has a place for ministry.  We need 
your support through your prayers, your presence, your service, your witness and your financial commitment.  Sunday, Octo-
ber 3rd, we will celebrate Commitment Sunday.  You will be receiving a letter inviting you to join in our mission by filling out a 
financial commitment card and we hope you’ll help us financially. We also have plenty of spots open in our Missions Com-
mittee, Hospitality Committee, SPRC (you must be a member and we are looking for a male), and Trustees.  These are just a 
few committees and we would love to tell you all about them.   
 I understand that some may still be hesitant but I ask that you take a step out in faith and come back, especially 
when it comes to getting involved.  My email is pastorcorilouden@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a time to meet 
with me.  I am truly one who believes that everyone has a place and we all work for the Kingdom of God.  Christ had his disci-
ples to help him and Massena First needs everyone to help Christ!  Please, know there is a place here and I hope you RSVP to 
the call of God here in Massena First UMC.  
 
As the Apostle Peter wrote to the church in Philippians.  
Php 3:12  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Php 3:13  Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 
Php 3:14  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

Now is the time when Massena First UMC can push forward to a new future so that Christ may be glorified and the Kingdom 
of God can be seen in Massena, NY.  Thank you to all those who have come alongside me as your new pastor and I hope for 
those of you who are thinking about it, please take that leap of faith.  May God bless 
you and keep you! May he make his face to shine upon you and give you peace.  

In His Service and yours,  

Pastor Cori J. Louden  

  

189 Main Street 
Massena, NY   13662 

315-769-8036 
massenafumc.com 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
October 6 Dan Henry; Richard Goolden 
October 10 Roberta Donahue 
October 17 Danny Farnsworth 
October 18 Ethan Stierheim 
October 21 Brittany Clausen 
October 23 Mary Weinert; John Harvey 
October 28 Tyler Mockry 

  
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
October 6 Chris/Katina LaBrake 
  Steve/Bethany Booth 
October 7 Patrick/Roberta Donahue 

 
 

     The Church parking lot has been resealed and relined. 
A large screen smart TV has been purchased for the din-
ing room area in Fellowship Hall. The recommendation 
came from Church Council.  
     Future action items - Snow removal contract and ele-
vator service contract. 
     A special thanks goes out to Chris LaBrake for doing a 
great job mowing the Church lawn this year.  
 
Reported by Bruce Tusler 

 
 

 
     A new ministry has been born! The Hospitality Team has 
started meeting and discussing fellowship programs within the 
church. Their goal is to promote a sense of welcome and fel-
lowship among our church family. They focus on fellowship 
meals, greeters, coffee hour, etc. You are welcome to join any 
meeting! See Bethany Booth in church or email her at betha-
nyjbooth@gmail.com if you are interested!  
     The first Fellowship Meal is on Sunday, October 3rd immedi-
ately after church! Bring a dish to pass if you are able, but 
please join us no matter what for the fun and Fellowship! 
There will be PLENTY of food, and even a cake to celebrate the 
October birthdays! We will celebrate birthdays each month 
during our Fellowship meal!  
     The next Hospitality meeting will be on Tuesday, October 
12th at 4pm in the Fellowship Hall! All are welcome ! 
      Oooh, almost forgot!  Thank you to all that have signed up 
for coffee hour! We are now looking for volunteers for Novem-
ber and December. The sign-up sheet is located on the table by 
the front doors in the church. If you have any questions about 
this, please see Bethany Booth.  

 

 

September 2021 
Hello Everyone, 
     In September, Church Council met and continued 
working on our church’s strategic plan. We are currently 
writing the strategic goals and objectives for our church. 
We are ensuring that our plan focuses on nurturing peo-
ple in both our congregation and community. 
     In addition, Kathy Perry presented the Pastor’s Com-
pensation Package to the Church Council, as required by 
the Conference, prior to the Charge Conference in De-
cember. The pastor’s gross salary will be $38,979 and the 
total compensation, including benefits, will be 
$64,664.59. 
     Lastly, the Trustees purchased and installed a new 
Smart TV in the Fellowship Hall in the dining room. Ste-
ven will be setting up the TV and the remote in the next 
few weeks. 
     If at any time, you have anything that you think the 
Church Council should consider to help grow the life of 
the Church and help fulfill our mission, please contact me 
at spbooth10@gmail.com. I would be glad to hear your 
input and bring your suggestions to the Church Council. 
Please note that you are always welcome to attend our 
Church Council meetings. Our next 
meeting is on October 19, 2021 at  
6 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
Thank you, 
Steven Booth 
Church Council Chair 

mailto:bethanyjbooth@gmail.com
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Bottles & Cans - Please bring your 
unwanted cans and bottles to the 
church.  Doing so will benefit the 
Choir and Youth Ministry.  Thank 
you! 

 
 
 
   We have had a summer of relaxation and refreshing 
our voices.  Now that fall is upon us, we want to regroup 
and begin rehearsing and singing and playing again at our 
service.  Additionally, we are contemplating doing a Can-
tata for this Christmas season and inviting voices from 
other churches and the community as a whole.   
Our needs are a couple more people to play the bells.  
We would anticipate playing the bells at least once per 
month but need 4-6 people in order to do that. 
     Our choir needs new members.  Do you sing in the 
shower and love music.  Come join us as we raise our 
voices to the Lord.  You do not have to be an expert you 
just need to want to sing. 
     Thank you to all who have been donating cans and 
bottles to benefit our choir and our youth.  We have put 
the money into an account which will allow us to buy 
new music, and instruments, as we may want. 
     If you have any interest in learning more, please see 
either Sandy Donaldson or Josh Barkley.  The more voices 
we have, the more varied music we can sing and play. 
   

 
 
         Our fellowship dinner gatherings have been going 
well.  We had 19 people gathered for dinner at Septem-
ber’s dinner, which was held at the Lobster House.  This 
is a popular place for this group!  
         The season for fellowship dinners is coming to an 
end with folks going to Florida for the winter, people not 
wanting to drive any distance in the winter, as well as 
limited places to go to, etc.  The final gathering place will 
be at Morley’s here in Massena on Wednesday, October 
21 at 5:00pm!  If you are interested in participating in 
these gatherings, please let Chris LaBrake know.   
      We look forward to hearing from you and to spending 
time with you again!  And we also hope that you have a 
good winter.  Take care and stay safe.  We will see you in 
the spring! 
 

Did You Hear the One About…? 
 
     When church secretary Miss Daisy answered the ring-
ing phone, a man’s voice asked, “Can I speak to the head 
hog at the trough?”  The secretary thought she heard 
what he said, but asked, “I’m sorry, who?”  The caller re-
peated, “Can I speak to the head hog at the trough?” 
     Daisy thought a moment and then answered, “If you 
mean the preacher, then you may refer to him as 
“Pastor,’ or ‘Brother,’ but I’d prefer that you not refer to 
him as the ‘head hog at the trough’!” 
     To this, the man replied, “Well, I was wanting to give 
one hundred thousand dollars to the building fund.” 
     Quick as a wink, Daisy responded, “Hang on, sir, I be-
lieve I just heard his ‘oink.’”   

BIBLE QUIZ 
School has been in session for a month now.  Let’s see if 
we know who our biblical teachers are! 
 
1.  _____ was the first person in the Bible called a teach-
er; he instructed workers in brass and iron (Gen. 4:22) 
2. _____ told Moses “I … will teach you what ye shall 
do” (Ex. 4:15) 
3. Habakuk said the graven _____ was a teacher of lies. 
(Hab. 2:18) 
4. Nicodemus said to _____, “We know that thou art a 
teacher come from God.”  (John 3:2) 
5.  Paul told the _____ that they were instructors of the 
foolish and teachers of babes. (Romans 2:20) 
6.  _____ and _____ were teachers in Antioch. (Acts 13:1) 
7.  Paul admonished aged _____ to be teachers of good 
things. (Titus 2:3) 
8.  _____ went about Galilee teaching in the synagogues. 
(Matt. 4:23) 
9.  _____ and the other apostles were found teaching in 
the Temple after an angel released them from prison. 
(Acts 5:21) 
10.  One of Jesus’ disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us 
to pray as _____ also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1) 
11. Jesus promised that the _____ “shall teach you all 
things” (John 14:26) 
 

(Answers can be found on page 5) 
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   Fall is in full swing at the community meal.  We are see-
ing our lunch numbers increase to an average of 170-180 
every time we cook lunch.  Because of the increase, we 
will begin fundraising to help offset some of the cost of 
putting on the meals.  We are planning a fudge sale, a 
cabbage roll sale and a spaghetti dinner.  Please keep an 
eye out for an announcement about the dates and times 
and support our outreach activities to the community. 
   We are looking at the possibility of having an in-house 
dinner once a week possibly starting in November.  We 
are watching closely the COVID numbers and working 
with the Food Bank in trying to determine how to safely 
reopen for food and fellowship.  More information will 
be provided as we receive additional guidance about reo-
pening.  In the meantime, we will continue to do twice a 
week to-go lunches. 
   We are also contemplating coordinating a community 
free Thanksgiving dinner.  Last year the dinner was 
planned and put together primarily by Karen Murray, 
one of our cooks. This year we are hoping to add others 
from our meal program and other volunteer groups in 
the community.  Once we have made a definite commit-
ment to prepare this meal, we will be soliciting for dona-
tions of food to help us put on the meal at no cost.  Last 
year over 450 to-go meals were served.  We anticipate 
we would do the same thing again this year.  However, a 
final decision will be made in the next two weeks. 
   If you want to become more active in the community  
meal, please see Kathy Perry and we will come up with a 
time and place for you to volunteer. We have added 
three new volunteers to the fourth week to help in the 
kitchen but can use help with the third week meal in the 
kitchen as well. 

Quote for the Month 
 

     The longer I live the more I am convinced that the one 
thing worth living for and dying for is the privilege of 
making someone more happy and more useful.  No man 
who ever does anything to lift his fellows ever makes a 
sacrifice. 
                    ——Booker T. Washington 
      

 
    
 
     Kathy Perry, our Treasurer, reported that all of our 
bills, including apportionments (ministry shares), are 
paid in full through the end of September. In addition we 
have fund balances of: 
 
a) Building  $      782.91 
b) Choir  $   1,676.10 
c) Memorial  $       467.03 
d) Mary Cady  $212,244.53 
 
     Our church expenses are paid from the general funds.  
The Trustees’ money is used for special purposes with 
the money in the savings account used to fund building 
and grounds upkeep, repair and improvements. 
     Additionally, the Mary Cady money is in an account 
drawing interest.  The spending of that money will be 
discussed in the fall. 
     We kicked off our Stewardship Campaign in Septem-
ber.  The feeling was we need to get a handle on our 
budget earlier than the end of the year so that we can 
plan better for the upcoming year.  The theme this year 
will be New Beginnings which we thought was very ap-
propriate given that we have a new full-time Pastor this 
year.  Stay tuned for more information on the campaign. 
     The Finance Committee is meeting quarterly in 2021 

to review the progress on our budget and to manage the 

finances of the church.  If you have an interest in learn-

ing more about Finance and what we do and how the 

process works,  please contact Barb Reid, who would be 

happy to have you as part of the committee or to just 

answer all of your questions. 

   

 
      
 
     There will be a free food distribution event held on 
October 21 at 1:00pm in the parking lot of Massena 
First United Methodist Chu 
rch.  Please be sure that you have space in your car for 
the volunteers to put the boxes in.  Also...be sure to 
wear a mask!  Thank you! 
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    The Missions Team now has a new leader.  As a result 
of creating the  new Hospitality Team, which is now led 
by Bethany Booth, Katy Collette has agreed to lead the 
Missions Team.  The following are events that we are still 
planning to do this fall.  Please see below for information 
on their projects and how you can become involved!  
 
Fellowship and Games! 
The Fellowship Lunch on October 3rd will be the first of 
many! We plan to have a Fellowship Lunch every 1st 
Sunday of the month following worship. Please bring a 
dish to pass and stay for lunch AND games! Once the 
tables are cleared, get ready to enjoy board games, 
cards, coloring, scrapbooking, knitting, puzzles...any hob-
by you can share with others! Feel free to bring your fa-
vorite hobby or choose a table that looks fun! This will 
be a great time to relax and enjoy fellowship with your 
church family, so don't make other plans on the 1st Sun-
days of the month! ;)  
 
Harvest Festival 
We are *tentatively* scheduling a Harvest Festival on 
October 23rd (time and details TBA). We are watching 
the COVID numbers so that we can make an informed 
decision. Please note that the Noisy Offering will be used 
to collect money for the Harvest Festival.  
Coffee Hour 
 
Coffee hour has been a huge success! It has been so 
awesome to have fellowship with others over coffee and 
a tasty treat. A big THANK YOU to everyone who has vol-
unteered so far! We have plenty of spots left in October 
and November! The sign up sheet is located at the front 
table in the Fellowship Hall before worship. You can also 
call Fae Monday-Friday from 9-12, and she'll mark you 
down. All you need to do is put the coffee on and bring a 
snack! Please help us keep this important ministry go-
ing!  
 
 

      
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
One of the roles of SPRC is to develop a covenant with 
the Pastor for the upcoming year and share that infor-
mation with the congregation.  We have finalized the 
covenant and it will guide us in what we do in the up-
coming year.  Below is a summary: 
 
1. The congregation's two main goals for disciple-making 
ministries in the coming year. 
     a. Reaching out in different ways to those not current-
ly participating in religious activities. 
     b. Partnerships with the community to live up to our 
Mission to Serve Massena 
2. In what ways will the congregation build leadership 
capacity to meet the goals? 
     a. Actively recruit and staff the committees and teams 
of the church to get more congregational involvement 
3. In what ways will the pastor and congregation en-
deavor to grow spiritually together? 
     a. Prayers, worship, bible and book study and fellow-
ship together 
4. How will SPRC support the pastor? 
     a. Open and honest conversations between congrega-
tion members and pastor transparency in all that we do 
and by holding members of the congregation accounta-
ble for what is being said and clearly articulate expecta-
tions. 
5. In what ways will SPRC hold pastor accountable? 
     a. We will expect an update from the pastor at each 
monthly meeting about activities issues and progress 
toward goals. 

 

Answers to Bible Quiz 
1. Tubal-cain 
2. God 
3. Image 
4. Jesus 
5. Jews 
6. Barnabas and Simeon 
7. Women 
8. Jesus 
9. Peter 
10. John 
11. Comforter 
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