
 

  

 
 
 

Massena First UMC exists to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus, and Journey in Faith. 
 

 
      
  
 
 
 
     
 

Dear Friends, 
 
     Being new at a church in the middle of a pandemic makes it more difficult to get acquaint-
ed with everyone.  I have met some of you at worship, some through visitation, and still there 
are more of you!  I am doing my best to reach out but don’t be afraid to make an appoint-
ment with me if you need support or help or just want to introduce yourself. 
 
     I have begun the “Healthy Congregations” training with our leadership team and I hope to 
bring it to all of you this fall. 
 
     We are living in a time of great anxiety.  There are many challenges facing the world, our 
country, the church, and each of us as individuals.  So remember to be kind and gentle with 
one another.  And PRAY!  Psalm 16:1-2 - Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  I say to 
the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”  Let us remember to turn our 
hearts towards God for indeed God is our refuge! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Linda 
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     The Sunday Bible study has been using the video series 
“Irresistible” for the summer. In the next few weeks we 
will be continuing discussion on the study guide, then 
beginning a new study for September.  
     Right now we are meeting in the Sun-
day school room of the Fellowship Hall 
at 9:30 on days when church is meeting 
outside.  All are welcome. Bring a mask 
and plan to distance.  

 
 

 
Thank you for your cards, calls and special prayers for my 
father, Dan Henry.  You have lightened his heart knowing 
he has been thought about.  His eye issues have slightly 
improved as time has gone on.  We have more of that 
road to travel it seems.   
Bless you all, 
Sheila Mockry 

 

      
     The tentative plan at this time is to reopen the church 
for in-house worship on September 20 at 11:10am.  It is 

still in discussion and not finalized, but 
that is what the powers that be are look-
ing at. 
     The church office will continue to be 
closed to visitors until we have reopened.  
We are still accepting calls, emails and 

checking our mail, if you need to reach us. 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Sept. 3  Stephen Donahue 
Sept. 7  Betsy Stout 
Sept. 11 Katrina Oberholzer 
Sept. 12 Allen Pettapiece 
Sept. 14 Briella Tressa 
Sept. 17 Linda Weegar 
Sept. 19 Jack Trego 
Sept. 20 Sandra Donaldson; Shirley Lamb 
Sept. 23 Steven David 
Sept. 26 Joshua Barkley 
Sept. 29 Claudia Devreaux; Valerie Littlejohn 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Sept. 2  Jeff/Michelle Sochia 
Sept. 7  George/Carolyn Love 
Sept. 16 Allen/Janice Pettapiece 

 

 

 

     Appointments can be made with Pastor Linda on 
Tuesdays and Thursday by calling her 
at the office or on her cell phone at 

201-294-0153. 

 

 
 
 

     With the restrictions un-
der COVID-19, it is not possi-
ble for us to sing as we 
would normally do.  We look 
forward to the time we can 
get together and sing our 
hearts out again 

Farewell Party for Glenda Zobel 
 

Date: Sunday, September 20th 2020 
Time: 12pm-2pm  

Place: Massena First United Methodist Church  
189 Main Street Massena 

 
Please join us for a "drop in" farewell party to honor Glen-
da! Glenda will be seated behind the church and in front 
of the Fellowship Hall. Please wear a mask and maintain 
social distancing protocols as you wait to wish Glenda 
well! We are also hoping to shower Glenda with cards, so 
please bring a card for her! Glenda has done wonderful 
work for decades for our church and community! Please 
plan on wishing her well before her move to California by 
dropping by on September 20th! We hope to see you 
there!  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/evolve-adapt-change-survive-58495259
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   We have worked on revising our visiting list. If you have 
someone you feel should be on it – whether for visits 
often or occasional cards – let us know. I realize many 
care for others in the church family through visits, calls 
and cards. We don’t always know that someone is being 
visited. It would be helpful if you let us know. The Pastor 
is working on visiting those she feels are most urgent. 
She is also trying to get to know members through her 
visits. Remember:  she is only part-time so she may not 
get to everyone.  
   The Crisis Prayer Team has been very busy committing 
themselves to pray for many needs of our church family. 
Don’t hesitate to call them.  
   Needed!!  Someone to lead the Prayer and Care Team. 
This person would need to: 
 Maintain the visiting list, updating changes and keep-

ing up to date visits if possible  
 Send cards on occasion to those in need.  
 Visit people on the list if you are comfortable doing 

so 
(NOTE:  All of this, except the visiting, can be done at 
home. Due to COVID we will not be doing fellowship time 
so that is not a worry.  Karen Lalonde is doing a fine job 
calling people or visiting if it is safe. 
   Regrettably, I will be moving to California to be with my 
family in late September. Leaving my church family with 
all the loving support you have given me through the 
years will be one of the hard-
est changes I have to make. I 
will keep in touch.  
 
In Christ’s love, Glenda 
    

 
     Thank you for your support of the community meal. If 
you would like to volunteer, feel free to contact me or to 
come to the fellowship hall any Tuesday and Thursday 
morning about 8:30am. 

 
 
 

 

      
     The Community Meal has been hard at work all summer 
responding to the needs of our community.  We serve to-go 
lunches every Tuesday and Thursday and prepare kids’ bags 
to go along with the lunches. The kids’ bags are to provide 
snacks for the kids for a day or two in addition to the lunch 
that they receive. We are currently serving over 1000 lunch-
es a month. This number is down slightly from when we 
were doing five day a week lunches but we anticipate the 
number will increase again in the fall. In addition, we have 
participated in the USDA/Food Bank food giveaway on 
Wednesdays. For anyone who has driven downtown on a 
Wednesday you will notice that the lineup for food starts 
about 5:00am even though we do not give out food until 
between 7:30 and 8:00am. We give out 1080 boxes or 
enough of each box for 360 families. The boxes consist of 
dairy, produce, and meat. August 26 will be the last day for 
this food distribution as funding from USDA has run out. We 
want to thank St. Vincent de Paul for participating in this 
program with us. We do believe this has been a real asset 
for our community. 
     As we plan for going forward we anticipate we will not 
be doing in-person meals until January. We definitely hope 
that that will change but we need to be sure that we are 
being safe before we offer people a chance to come back in. 
Currently we are limited to 50 people at a time and because 
we routinely had 150 at our dinners we would have to be 
doing three settings and that might be very difficult for us 
as volunteers.  
     We have received several grants from the Food Bank of 
Central New York and the Northern New York Community 
Foundation as well as donations from Rotary and the Elks 
Club. Without these generous donations we would not have 
been able to respond as we have to the COVID-19 food re-
quests. One of our Food Bank grants was for the purchase 
of a fryer for our kitchen. The fryer should be in this week 
and we hope to have it installed by the middle of Septem-
ber. This piece of equipment will allow us to offer fried food 
as part of our meals and will give us an opportunity to do 
fundraising dinners in the future. We plan on offering fish 
fries as one of those offerings. 
     In addition, we are working with the trustees to figure 
out whether it will be possible to put air conditioning in the 
fellowship hall. This summer has been brutally hot and it 
has been very difficult for us as volunteers. The plan would 
be for us to do a fundraiser to raise the money to do this 
with the hopes that it will be installed and operational by 
next summer at the latest. If you would like to contribute to 
this venture, you may do so by writing a check to the 
church and in the notes section of the check indicate air 
conditioning fellowship hall.  In the near future we will be 
doing a cabbage roll and bake sale as a first of many fund-
raisers. 
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     As you know this has been a difficult six months due 
to the COVID virus and not being able to hold church in 
person. However, we applied for and received funding 
under the stimulus package for COVID relief which al-
lowed us to pay our employees for an eight-week period. 
We now must rely on donations from members of the 
congregation. Our donations are down and it has made it 
difficult to pay our bills. We will begin, as a Finance Com-
mittee, to meet and discuss our budget for the upcoming 
year. Part of the discussions we will be having are what 
we can afford for a new pastor as of July 1. We thank you 
for your support of our church during this very difficult 
time. 
 
Kathy Perry, Treasurer 
 

 

 

     Lifeline Screening has been tentatively rescheduled to 
return to Massena on September 18, 2020.  (Of course, 
this is dependent on whether things have been opened 
up after the Coronavirus pandemic. Watch for more in-
formation.) 
     Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-
based preventive health screenings will be in our com-
munity on Friday, September 18, 2020 at First United 
Methodist Church of Massena. Ultrasound screenings to 
Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include: 
Carotid Artery, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Peripheral 
Arterial Disease, Heart Rhythm Screening, and Osteopo-
rosis Risk Assessment for men and women.  
     Being proactive about your health by knowing your 
risks helps you and your doctor address problems early.  
Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle  or call  
1-866-229-0469 to receive your discount and preferred 
ap-

 
 
 
     As you know, we cannot sing in church. But we would 
like to have special music and after discussions with Josh 
we thought getting together a bell choir to play every 
other week might be fun.  
     We need eight people to be able to do this. The only 
requirement is that you can read music and you are will-
ing to practice periodically. If you would like to join the 
bell choir please let either Josh or Kathy Perry know.  
      We hope to be able to play for the first time when we 
reopen in September. 
 

    
 
 
    The focus of our mission opportunity over the last 
month and a half have been school supplies and socks 
and underwear for children. We took to the school ap-
proximately 50 pairs of socks and four baskets of school 
supplies. Thank you to everyone who has donated to this 
worthy cause. 
     Our fourth-quarter mission focus will be on holiday 
giving. We have traditionally collected dessert for the 
Massena Neighborhood Center, gifts for the nursing 
home, hats and mittens for the school age children. Our 
mission is to serve Massena and these ideas are all part 
of that focus. If you are aware of needs within the com-
munity that we can help with, please share them with 
the Church Council.  Thank you to all who have contrib-
uted to all of our mission activities. 
     As we plan for the upcoming year, Church Council will 
be looking at mission focuses by 
quarter. If you have ideas or wish 
to be part of this team, please get 
in touch with Steven Booth.  We 
would like to have some new ideas 
and new volunteers. 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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     A big thank you goes out to the congregation for their 
donations of socks and school supplies. They were deliv-
ered to the high school for distribution out to the other 
schools today.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 22, 2020 
By:  Steven Booth,  

Church Council Chair 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
     This month, Pastor Linda began her first training on 
Healthy Congregations.  She plans to continue doing 
more training sessions with the church leaders in the 
coming months, and eventually invite the congregation 
to participate in this training.  
 
     We are working on plans to open the church building 
by September 20th, in consultation with the church con-
ference, local authorities, and county health officials.  
We appreciate your patience.  The process is more com-
plicated than you can imagine, and the ongoing health 
of everyone is our top priority!  We will give you more 
information as it comes available. 
 
     If at any time, you have anything that you think the 
Church Council should consider to help grow the life of 
the Church and help fulfill our mission, please contact 
me at spbooth10@gmail.com.  I would be glad to hear 
your input and bring your suggestions to the Church 
Council. 
 
Next Church Council Meeting:  September 15, 2020 at 6 

p.m. on Zoom 

Zoom Link:   https://plattsburgh.zoom.us/

j/96461514674 

Meeting ID: 964 6151 4674 

Phone: +1 929 436 2866  

 
Thank you, 
Steven Booth 
Church Council Chair 

 
 
 
Please remember: 
1) Bottles & Cans - We collect bottles and cans on an ongoing basis and donate the 

proceeds to the Youth Group and the Choir.  So if you want to rid yourself of those, 
please drop them off at the church. 

 
 
 

     This is a program we set up about two years ago to 
respond to the needs of those coming to our meals. It 
provided personal care items and paper products for 
those in need.  
     Since we are not doing any in-house meals we have 
suspended this program at least for the near future. As 
we have gotten requests, which have been very infre-
quent, we have addressed them with supplies we have 
had on hand. We will keep you posted as to what we will 
be doing about this program in the future.  
 
 

mailto:spbooth10@gmail.com
https://plattsburgh.zoom.us/j/96461514674
https://plattsburgh.zoom.us/j/96461514674
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